Experience with fungal infections affecting the heart in necropsies at an Indian hospital.
Twenty-one cases of fungal infection of the heart were encountered among 4000 necropsies performed in a South Indian hospital over a period of 20 years. All 5 cases of endocarditis due to infection with Aspergillus followed cardiac surgery, while the 4 cases of endocarditis due to Candida affected normal heart valves. Cardiac micro-abscesses secondary to fungal infections elsewhere were caused by Aspergillus in 5 cases and Candida in 4. A fibrosing granulomatous Aspergillus infection extended from the lungs to involve the base of the heart in 3 patients.